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If you know of any women who should be included in this monthly segment, 
please send your suggestions to: Janelle@collectivepub.com.

I never Dreamed
about success.

I Worked for it.
ESTÉE LAUDER

Local 
Women  
on the 
Move

Christine Squier will be leaving her position as Principal after six years at Eagle 
Elementary and will be filling the position of Director of Academic Services, which 
became available with the promotion of Kris Devereaux to Chief Academic Officer for 
ZCS. Squier has been a strong advocate for the school’s STEM team, Wellness team and 
its counseling grants. In her new role, Squier will be able to expand her experience and 
efforts to the middle and high school teams.

Amanda Black, a resident of Zionsville, has been promoted to Chief Executive 
Officer and Partner of Capital Cities, LLC, an investment advisory firm in Indianapolis. 
Black has been with the firm for 11 years. Black moved to Zionsville in 2009 with her 
husband, Jay, and their two daughters. Black was appointed as chairperson for the 
school board for the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually Impaired by former 
Governor Mitch Daniels and is a state delegate for Eagle Township as well as a precinct 
committeewoman.

Julie Fletcher has accepted a new position as the new Indiana Enhanced Personal 
Health Care Network Director for Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield in Indiana. Julie is a 
Registered Nurse and received her nursing degree from Indiana University in addition 
to a Master of Science degree in Nursing Leadership and Management from Western 
Governors University. She is a board certified Nurse Executive and has extensive expe-
rience in Lean Process Improvement and leadership in all areas of acute care nursing. 
Fletcher lives in Zionsville with her husband, Bill.
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emberton, developed by 
Zionsville Development, LLC, is 
Zionsville’s newest residential 
community. 

Featuring custom built homes, Pember-
ton is located less than five minutes from 
downtown Zionsville at the southeast 
corner of S 800 E and Whitestown Road, 
just around the corner of Zionsville High 
School sports fields. 

Lined with mature trees, Pemberton 
sits among a rolling country setting with 
20-plus acres of green space, 63 lots and 
two ponds. Homeowners will enjoy access 
to a large wooded preserve, three miles of 
walking trails connecting to Zionsville’s 
Rail Trail, a community garden, swimming 
pool, tennis courts and playgrounds. 

Residents of Pemberton will enjoy the 
diverse shopping at the area’s boutiques, 
unique restaurants and recreational facil-
ities found throughout Zionsville proper. 
Families with school-aged children will 
have access to Zionsville’s award-winning 
public schools. 

Prospective homeowners can contact 
Melissa Hartman, the exclusive agent 
for Pemberton, for information on the 
community and any of the development’s 
five approved builders: Executive Homes; 
Gradison Design Build; G.R. Donaldson; 
Viewegh and Associates; and Wedgewood 
Building Company. 

“I have been in residential real estate 
for over 13 years and have represented 
communities that have already estab-

lished lots, but this is the first time that I 
am representing a development from the 
corn field stage all the way to the home 
build stage,” Hartman said. “People don’t 
realize everything that is involved in 
putting a community together. I have had 
a direct pulse on every stage from street 
signs to trees and landscaping, and it has 
been a lot of fun learning about all of this. 
The price points of homes with lots will 
range from $700,000 to $1.2 million. Those 
who are looking to build a custom home 
in Zionsville, minutes from all of the area’s 
amenities, will find that opportunity in 
Pemberton.” 

Hartman emphasized the selection of 
builders made by Pemberton’s developer 
was based upon the builders’ proven 
products and reputations. She said this 
group of builders would best represent 
the desired look and feel that is Pember-
ton while creating an attractive blend of 
the various builders’ designs throughout 
the community. 

Executive Homes is proud to contin-
ue their tradition of excellence in the 
Pemberton community in Zionsville. Pete 
Gray, president of Executive Homes said, 
“With Executive Homes, our priority is 
to understand our client’s specific home 
criteria and to transform those ideas 
into their dream home. Building strong 
relationships is the key to Executive 
Homes’ success as we believe authentic 
relationships with our clients, employees 
and trade partners help to build the best 

homes for our clients. ” 
Joe Gradison, Gradison Design 

Build’s co-owner, is looking forward to 
the opportunity to build in a custom 
neighborhood in Zionsville. “We are really 
looking forward to building in Pember-
ton,” Gradison said. “Our designs will in-
corporate the charm of Zionsville. We are 
designing our homes with the beauty of 
Zionsville in mind: historic architecture, 
use of natural materials and emphasizing 
views and landscape with design.” 

Pemberton will offer the custom homes 
of today with all of the available trends 
and amenities. Viewegh and Associates 
is looking forward to bringing their own 
“personal” touch to the community. 

President and Founder Joe Viewe-
gh said, “I think what we bring to the 
community is a personal touch from a 
builder approach. Our clients are looking 
for more quality and the ability to build 
to their specific lifestyle, not a ‘canned’ 
home for the masses. We are keeping with 
today’s trends, such as outdoor living 
spaces now being an extension of the 
indoor space. 

Another one of Pemberton’s builders, 
G.R. Donaldson, is a design/build project 
manager. 

“I work with my customers from the 
conceptual stage to the completion of 
their home using local architects and de-
signers,” Donaldson said. “I am glad to be 
involved in a project in Zionsville because 
the opportunities to find upper-end cus-
tom lots are scarce, and there just aren’t 
that many opportunities to build custom 
homes in this market.” 

Pemberton’s list of approved builders 
concludes with Wedgewood Building 
Company. Business partners Gary 
McNutt and Bradley Love have exten-
sive experience in the management and 
direction of the home building process, 
staying actively involved in everything 
from the construction process and ven-
dor selection to design inspiration and 
material selection. 

For more information on Pemberton, contact Melissa 
Hartman at 317-850-5479 or visit the website at 
pembertonofzionsville.com.

I n t r o d u c i n g

Zionsville’s Newest Community
Writer // Janelle Morrison

Pemberton

P

Melissa Hartman
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GRADISON 
DESIGN BUILD

VIEWEGH & 
ASSOCIATES

G.R. 
DONALDSON WEDGEWOOD

EXECUTIVE 
HOMES

Design, responsibility 
and respect are tenets 
of the family-owned 
and operated Gradison 
Design/Build company. 
Headquartered in Indi-
anapolis and founded in 
1986, the company builds 
and remodels custom 
homes throughout 
the Indianapolis area. 
Gradison builds homes 
ranging from 2,000 to 
more than 10,000 square 
feet, using a unique 
process of designing to 
fit the individuality of 
each client.

Building a customer’s 
dream home requires 
both excellent 
craftsmanship, a high 
level of quality and a 
commitment to value 
and integrity. Viewegh 
and Associates has been 
living this example for 
more than 25 years, 
becoming one of central 
Indiana’s most trusted 
home builders.

G.R. Donaldson uses 
a team of creative 
and skilled architects, 
project managers, 
designers, builders and 
construction specialists 
to construct creative, 
one-of-a-kind homes 
for its residential and 
commercial customers. 
The company specializ-
es in custom and estate 
homes as well as resto-
ration and remodeling.

Homes that inspire. 
Homes built around 
your lifestyle. With 
Carmel, Indiana-based 
Wedgewood Building 
Company, your custom 
home will be built with 
care, as well as the 
understanding of how 
your needs and desires 
translate into a truly 
customized home. The 
Wedgewood team has 
been designing and 
building custom homes 
in the Indianapolis area 
for more than 25 years.

With more than 20 
years of custom home 
building and remod-
eling experience, 
Executive Homes of 
Carmel focuses on 
building custom homes 
in the North Indianap-
olis area. The company 
prides itself on putting 
the customer first and 
helping its customers’ 
vision for a new home 
come to life.

317-258-8348
gradisonbuilding.com

317-281-0347
Tracy Wright, Encore 
Sothebys Realty
viewegh.com

317-339-3362
grdindy.com

317-716-5718
wedgewoodbc.com

317-919-7293
executivehomes.bz

Located at the Southeast corner 
of 800 E & Whitestown Rd. 
Just around the corner  
of Zionsville HS sports fields

Homeowners at Pemberton will enjoy a peaceful, rolling country setting in this 63-lot 
community with over 20 acres of green space, 2 ponds and lined with mature trees. Enjoy 
access to a large wooded preserve, 3 miles of walking trails connecting to Zionsville’s Rail 

Trail, community garden, swimming pool, cabana, tennis courts & playground. Community 
is located in top rated - Award Winning Zionsville schools.

Here are our Elite Builders

ANNOUNCING:
Pemberton Custom Home 

Residential Development in 
Zionsville is Starting Construction 

and Taking Reservations!

YOUR INDIANA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE EXPERT
DIRECT: 317-850-5479   |   MELISSAHARTMAN@KW.COM

WWW.BUYORSELLINDIANAHOMES.COM

MELISSA HARTMANEast 500 South & 
South 800 East Road
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· E X P E R T  T R A I N E R S

· N O  C O N T R A C T S

· 1  O N  1  T R A I N I N G

· S M A L L  G R O U P  T R A I N I N G

· FAT  L O S S  G R O U P S

317.344.9844
Located in the Village just off the brick

street at 27 E. Cedar St. 

In August visit us in South Village  
575 S. Main (across from Bub's)

www.BodyOutfitters.com

>>6 Sessions and 
Consultation $140
Only 10 Available

Moving Special!

Offer Expires 07-31-17 | New Customers Only | Coupon Code: 1707ZM

Cell: 317•432•5285
Office: 317•344•2771

zoe@zoemoorehomes.com
zoemoorehomes.com

14 Acres surrounded by trees
Perfect spot for a home with a 
walk out basement
1/2 acre stocked pond
Zionsville Schools
Pole Barn with 
workshop inside

•
•

•
•
•

7529 E. SR 32 - 299,000

Ready to get out 
of a neighborhood 
and build your 
dream home?
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CHATHAM
HILLS

Exclusive Options for Your Lifestyle.

T O  L E A R N  M O R E ,  C O N T A C T  C A R L A  G I L B E R T  A T  C A R L A @ M C K E N Z I E C O L L E C T I O N . C O M  O R  3 1 7 - 3 3 1 - 6 8 8 9

A Pete Dye golf course, exclusive clubhouse, and scenic trails mean recreation 

is just a chip shot away. And whether you build on a golfside or tree-lined lot, 

we’ll work with you to custom-design every detail of your dream home in this 

gated Westfield community. Tour our two decorated models Friday - Monday from 

noon to 6:00 pm. For more info, visit McKenzieCollection.com/Chatham-Hills. 

FIND ACCESSIBLE ELEGANCE IN CHATHAM HILLS
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t used to be that one would have 
to run through the clover patches 
with caution and never barefoot 
or risk the nasty sting of a honey-

bee. A generation later, most residential 
and commercial turfs are commonly 
treated to eliminate the pollinator-friend-
ly vegetation that most homeowners 
consider unsightly and insignificant. 

However, untreated lawns support sev-
eral flowers that can provide food, both 
nectar and pollen, for bees. Now begins 
the delicate balancing act of maintaining 
one’s green spaces without contributing 
to the colony loss that is affecting vari-
ous species of bees the world over. 

The rusty patched bumblebee gained 
federal protection when it was added to 
the registry of endangered species. This 
was the first time a bumblebee species 
in the U.S. has received protection under 
the Endangered Species Act, following an 
87 percent decline in the species popula-
tion since the late 1990s, according to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). 

Relatives of bumblebees, honeybees 
are facing their own litany of challenges. 
New parasites and diseases, growing 
insecticide use, changes in agricultural 
and beekeeping practices and the loss 

of flowered landscapes have taken a toll 
on bee health. For more than a decade, 
beekeepers have been reporting unprec-
edented die-offs – adult honeybees were 
vanishing from their hives. The term 
Colony Collapse Disorder is the phrase 
used by experts to describe the phenom-
enon that has been affecting the nation’s 
bee colonies and gaining the attention of 
beekeepers and researchers alike. 

“Pollinators are essential to the 
production of food, and in the United 
States, honeybees pollinate an estimated 
$15 billion of crops each year, ranging 
from almonds to zucchinis,” said Dr. Ann 
Bartuska, USDA Deputy Under Secretary 
for Research, Education and Economics 
in May 2016. 

A few area residents are proactively as-
sisting local honeybees by creating safe 
habitats for the hives, and the bonus for 
these folks is they are harvesting some 
incredibly delicious raw honey. 

Matt and Amy Evans are local bee-
keepers and the purveyors of Woodland 
Honey in Zionsville. They are reputable 
vendors at the Zionsville Farmers’ Mar-
ket, and Matt is an active member and 
mentor at the North Central Bee Keepers 
Club that meets at the Cool Creek Park 

Nature Center in Carmel. He maintains 
close to 200 hives throughout Boone and 
Hamilton Counties as well as one bee 
yard in northern Marion County. 

Matt and Amy took us on a tour of 
their property in Zionsville, so we could 
get an up close and personal view of the 
honeybees building their hives. Matt also 
demonstrated some of the duties of a 
beekeeper while educating us on the life 
of a honeybee. 

“The first pollen available in Indiana 
comes from the Red Maple trees,” Matt 
explained. “Those trees start to bloom in 
late January to early February, and the 
protein collected by the bees is brought 
into the hive and triggers the queen to 
start laying heavy again after taking the 
winter season off. Dandelions are a crit-
ical early source of protein and nectar. 
The Red Maples are mainly a source of 
protein, and when the honeybees are 
raising their young broods, they need a 
lot of nectar to feed them. Clover is also 
important forage for the bees. You can 
hardly find a bee in the clover today.” 

For those who don’t have ample 
acreage to dedicate to wildflowers and 
“bee-friendly” forage, Matt encourages 
people who have common areas in their 
neighborhoods to work with their HOAs 
and plant more native, pollinator-friend-
ly plants that benefit butterflies, bees, 
moths and other types of pollinators. 

“It’s important for new beekeepers to 
know that in just about every county, 
there is a nonprofit club for beekeepers,” 
Matt stated. “The North Central Beekeep-
ers Club that I belong to meets at the 
Cool Creek Park Nature Center where I 
also have two hives. Before the meetings, 
I am usually there, in my veil, and am 
available for anyone who wants to come 
early and learn. Mentorship is important 
in beekeeping.” 

Matt emphasized the importance 
of beekeepers working with the local 
farmer and collaborating with them on 
the times that farmers spray their crops 
with insecticides that are harmful to the 
bees. He works with local farmers, Brent 
and Broden Smith, who farm over 12,000 
acres and own several of those acres in 

W h a t ’ s  T h e
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LEFT 
Matt and Amy Evans, purveyors of 
Woodland Honey

Boone County. The Smiths work with 
Matt to identify bee yards on property 
that they either farm or own. The Smiths 
voluntarily spray their crops in the eve-
ning when the bees have retired to their 
hives. Matt suggested that if farmers 
would follow the labels on their sprays 
and be more aware, both the farmers 
and beekeepers can find a compromise 
that won’t negatively affect the crops or 
pollinators. 

Another common practice for bee-
keepers is to relocate the hives to other 
areas of the country during specific times 
of the year. Matt will send his bees out 
to California to the almond orchards in 
the Central Valley. Almonds are the first 
pollen producing crop in the U.S. Approx-
imately 90 percent of the world’s almonds 
are produced in the Central Valley and 
require a pollinator. Honeybees are the 
most efficient pollinators. Matt sends his 
bees to California in November. Some 
beekeepers will take their bees to 

Florida for a month or two and build 
their colonies there until January. 

Mark Plassman, a Zionsville resident, 
came into the business of bees in a rather 
unconventional way. Plassman is an 
owner in a partnership that owns 2,500-
plus acres in DeSoto County in Florida. 
Six years ago, Plassman and a few of the 
partners decided to lease the land from 
the partnership and set up orange groves. 

“We have local ‘boots on the ground’ 
who take care of the day-to-day oper-

ations of our grove,” Plassman said. 
“Beekeepers from Georgia approached 
our people and asked if they could bring 
their hives into our orange groves. The 
partners and I agreed to a deal with the 
beekeepers. In exchange for the use of 
our groves during certain times a year, 
we would receive some of the orange 
blossom honey that is produced. For the 
past four years, they literally bring a trac-
tor trailer bed in with the hives and leave 
them for a certain period of time before 
taking the hives back up to Georgia. I 
found it fascinating that they continue 
to grow these hives and understand how 
important being able to use our groves is 
to the beekeepers and their colonies.” 

Awareness and education is crucial 
to the survival of all pollinators, and 
organizations and agricultural colleges 
are doing their part by hosting special 
lectures and events such as Purdue Field 
Day 2017 hosted at Purdue University 
in Lafayette last month. The event’s 
keynote speaker, Dr. Deborah (Debbie) 
Delaney, assistant professor of Entomol-
ogy at the University of Delaware, is a 

friend of Matt and Amy and was their 
guest while she was in town. Delaney has 
a Ph.D. in Entomology and is a renowned 
speaker and researched on the evolution 
of honeybees, pollination ecology, popu-
lation genetics of 

honeybees in the U.S. and genetic 
characterization of unmanaged honey-
bee populations. She was invited to speak 
at Purdue and engage with beekeepers 
from around the state. 

When asked where one should begin 
in the hobby of beekeeping, she replied, 
“It depends on what you are trying to 
support. If you are trying to support hon-
eybees, they are looking for a large patch, 
and you will need to provide that for 
them. It’s not like you can just plant a na-
tive flower here and there. The honeybees 
need large patches to recruit their hives. 
The size of the area is really important. 

“Now, if you’re trying to support 
bumblebees, depending on the species 
of bumblebee, they don’t require as large 
of a resource, so you can draw bumble-
bees in with a smaller patch of flowers 
or plantings. My talk was focused on the 
understanding that if you are going into 
beekeeping, then you need to be able to 
support them with the proper habitat. I 
talked about mapping your forage area 
around where you have hives and also 
talked about understanding what the 
quality of the habitat is. That included 
how to create forage maps and how to 
identify what the bees are bringing into 
the hive and at what time of year. This 
helps the beekeepers understand what 
the bees are dependent upon in their 
area. If you’re lacking what the bees 
need in those areas, depending on where 
you are, you can plant things to support 
your bees.” 

“Beekeeping is becoming a popu-
lar hobby, and the interest in bees in 
increasing,” Matt said. “If someone is 
considering becoming a beekeeper, they 
should expect a big learning curve. It is 
not impossible to do, but it certainly isn’t 
as easy as keeping chickens.” 

11
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he Indiana Ballet Conservato-
ry (IBC) is proudly presenting 
its 3rd annual “A Night at the 
Barre” on Thursday, July 27th 

and will be performed at the Palladium in 
Carmel, Indiana. 

This annual gala is a culmination of a 
summer of progress and showcases IBC 
students and their remarkable accom-
plishments alongside stars of the ballet 
world. This year’s gala will be highlighted 
by a special performance from Irina 
Dvorovenko and Maxim Beloserkovsky, 
both former principal dancers with the 
American Ballet Theatre (ABT). 

Dvorovenko and Beloserkovsky 
both began their ballet training in Kiev, 
Ukraine. Dvorovenko joined the National 
Opera Ballet of Kiev in 1990 as a soloist, 
rising to the rank of principal dancer in 
1992. Joining American Ballet Theatre in 
1996, Dvorovenko was made a soloist in 
1997. Beloserkovsky danced as a leading 
soloist with the National Opera of Bul-
garia in 1990 and then became a principal 
dancer with the National Opera Ballet of 
the Ukraine from 1991-1994. American Bal-
let Theatre in 1994, Beloserkovsky joined 
the ABT was made a soloist in 1995. 

Since their retirement from ABT, both of 

these ballet superstars are in high demand. 
Dvorovenko has made a stunning theatre 
debut as Vera Baronova in the New York 
City Center Encores! Production of Rod-
gers and Hart’s On Your Toes and joined 
the leading cast of the Starz network new 
original television drama Flesh and Bone, 
which aired in November 2015. Belos-
erkovsky became a faculty member of Bal-
let Academy East and a guest teacher for 
the Studio Company of ABT. Most recently, 
Dvorovenko was recently featured in the 
latest season of the acclaimed original 
series “The Americans” on FX. 

Student performers will include IBC’s 
own Pre-Professional Day Program stu-
dent Quinn Starner, recent Junior Grand 
Prix winner at the ADC|IBC 2017 in St. 
Petersburg Florida, and former finalist 
on So You Thing You Can Dance “Next 
Generation.” Riley and Olivia Bevilaqua, 
who attended IBC’s summer program, 
have received top 12 awards for classical 
and contemporary at the YAGP Chicago 
Regional this year. They, along with 70 
other IBC students will be performing in 
the 3rd annual gala. 

13
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his year, the event will feature 
more than 26 classes, in-
cludi=ng Super Car, Exotic, 
Classic, Sports car, European, 

Domestic, Vintage and Racers, attracting 
visitors from Indiana and the surround-
ing states. The Artomobilia focuses on 
display and appreciation over compe-
tition, and although each of the auto-
mobiles is truly magnificent, this event 
is not just about cars; it’s about the art 
and automotive enthusiasts. The event 
embraces the essence automotive art 
and design by uniquely combining the 
artwork of local galleries and artists with 
the presentation of significant automo-
biles and their iconic design. 

For 2017, the Artomobilia team will 
present for its third year an exclusive 
lifestyle event hosted at the Lucas Estate 
in Carmel on Friday, August 25 called Fue-
licious: A Celebration of Wheels + Wishes. 
Scheduled on the night before Artomobi-
lia, Fuelicious is designed to raise support 
and awareness for the Indiana Children’s 

Wish Fund, a statewide wish-granting 
organization focused on Indiana chil-
dren, ages 3-18, with life-threatening or 
terminal illnesses. 

Fuelicious will excite the senses by 
delivering a distinct environment, a 
premium culinary experience, a distinct 
collection of automobiles and a premier 
audience of committed automotive en-
thusiasts that combine to create an un-
matched, exclusive social entertainment 
experience supporting the work of the 
Indiana Children’s Wish Fund. Fuelicious 
will feature 50 distinct collector cars 
hosted at the Lucas Estate. 

Participants will enjoy the atmosphere 
of relaxed elegance and celebration, 
delivering a unique environment for 
pairing a discerning audience and unique 
sponsors. Guests will include a variety 
of automotive enthusiasts, business and 
community leaders and local personali-
ties. Sponsors will host VIP and Premier 
Guests in an exclusive estate environ-
ment and engage guests with distinct 

and relevant product and service offer-
ings. All exclusive, multi-sponsor and 
co-sponsorships are sold in non-compet-
ing business categories. Non-exclusive 
sponsorships can be sold to competing 
business categories. 

“Attendees of this year’s Fuelicious will 
experience the return of a lot of great 
cars, great food and great beverages,” said 
John Leonard, Carmel Artomobilia and 
Fuelicioius co-founder. “The team at the 
Lucas Oil Estate includes Chef Anthony 
Puma, Terina Perry, Shelly McWilliams 
and Forest and Charlotte Lucas who have 
been kind enough to host our event again 
this year. We will feature 50 collector 
cars including a showcase of significant 
Chevrolet Camaros and car pairings 
(old Jaguar/new Jaguar, old Ferrari/new 
Ferrari, etc.). We’ll also feature some very 
special cars, including Troy Trepanier’s 
custom cars.” 

New this year, the Carmel Artomobilia 
will feature a unique Resto-Mod class 
that will be judged by Troy Trepanier 

The Carmel Artomobilia: A Celebration of Automotive Art & Design is a Concours-styled car event and annual 
exhibition of the world’s finest automotive ingenuity, celebrating a major milestone August 26 this year – its 10th 

anniversary. This year, the Artomobilia team will again host nationally recognized sponsors and speakers, more than 
400 vehicles and approximately 15,000 visitors in the Arts and Design District in Carmel.
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Writer // Janelle Morrison  •  Photography // Russ Richey and Submitted

Revving Up to 10 Years  
and Growing

Guests of Fuelicious are 
greeted by a luxurious 

display of exotic, vintage 
and classic cars at the main 

entrance and courtyard of 
the Lucas Estate.
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of Rad Rides by Troy. Trepanier is a 
legendary custom car builder with an ex-
traordinary portfolio of coveted awards. 
Trepanier’s shop has produced multiple 
Bonneville land speed record holders, 
Riddler, AMBR and Barrett Cup winners 
and multiple Street Machine of the Year 
awards and has been highlighted in 
numerous feature articles from a variety 
of publications. 

In addition to receiving top honors in 
the racing and show car world, Trepanier 
has participated in countless road tours 
with both the Hot Rod and GoodGuys 
associations. Rad Rides has often been 
acknowledged for their engineering and 
design abilities. The shop has been hon-
ored with the GM design and multiple 
Mother’s Polish Shine awards, both given 
through the SEMA organization. 

“There are only a handful of builders in 
the custom car industry, and Troy is the 
Lebron James of car building,” Leonard 
said. “He is a great guy and a legendary 
car builder. His cars are literally perfect 
upon completion. We are excited to have 
Troy at this year’s Carmel Artomobilia to 
judge the new Resto-Mod class.” 

A Resto-Mod car has the timeless 
appearance of the original, but the out-
dated “guts” of the car have been replaced 
with the more modern, high-perfor-
mance parts that are available today. 

Trepanier lives in Manteno, a small 
town in Illinois, where he resides with his 
wife, Angie. He was invited to judge the 
new Resto-Mod class at the Artomobilia 
because of his credibility and expertise in 
the industry. 

Trepanier grew up around cars and 
craftsmanship. He worked in his father’s 
automotive shop, and his grandfather 
taught him that “there’s only one way 

to do things: the right way.” Rad Rides 
by Troy was established in 1995 as a 
father-and-son business that has grown 
to become one of America’s top automo-
tive shops over the past 18 years. Today, 
Rad Rides by Troy is one of the most 
well-known and respected names in the 
business. 

In addition to building cars for many 
of the top automotive collectors in the 
country, Trapanier has worked closely 
with Ford, GM, Chrysler and Toyota on a 
variety of promotional vehicles. Because 
of his presence in the hot rod industry, 
Trapanier has been featured on Discov-
ery channel’s “Rides,” participated with 
Chip Foose on two “Overhaulin” episodes 
and has been highlighted in several 
documentaries concerning his efforts in 
Bonneville land speed racing. 

“I’ve been doing this work for 25 years, 
and I’ve done almost every industry-re-
lated event in the U.S. at least once,” 
Trapenier said. “We up as a vendor more 
for the public relations aspect and to 
showcase what we do. One of the unique 
things about us is that we split off and 
got into land speed racing which parallels 
the hot rod industry side of what we 
do. There is a lot of history out in the 
Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah. We’ve been 

land speed racing since 1997 
and have set multiple records 

for fastest speeds, and that’s one 
thing that we do as a shop that makes 

us unique from the others.” 
Trapenier is not unfamiliar with 

Indianapolis and the surrounding areas. 
Though he’s always lived in Illinois, his 
mother gave birth to him at Methodist 
Hospital in Indianapolis while they were 
in town for the drag races in 1969. 

“I kind of have Indy roots, and I like 
the area,” he said. “We’ve spent a lot of 
time in Indy at a lot of events down 
there over the years. I enjoy going to the 
new and upcoming events because it’s an 
opportunity to meet new people.” 

Leonard explained that in addition 
to the new classes, the event is bringing 
in some cars representing each of the 
classes that haven’t been on display at 
the event in the previous years. 

“For example, in one of the class-
es, we’ll have what is called a Singer 
Porsche, which is the quintessential 
Porsche because it is built from Porsche’s 
best body, best motor, best brakes, with 
the best suspension from all of the 
Porsche models combined into a single 
car,” Leonard said. “It should be a crowd 
pleaser. We’ll have some familiar faces 
returning and some new faces too.” 

When asked what it meant to him to 
be celebrating 10 years of the Carmel 
Artomobilia, Leonard said, “Ten years is 
a fascinating milestone. We’ve had a lot 
of growth over the years. Predominantly 
over the last five years, we’ve seen a lot 
of growth in a lot of fronts. We have a lot 
more people from the local community 
involved in the event, and we’re getting 
a lot more attention from both within 
the greater metropolitan Indianapolis 
community as well as from around the 
country as we begin to bring on support-
ing organizations like Barrett Jackson 
and RM Sotheby’s Auctions.” 

Tickets for Fuelicious are now available. For more 
information on Fuelicious tickets and sponsorship 
opportunities, visit fuelicious.com. For information on 
the Carmel Artomobilia, visit carmelartomobilia.com.

Spectators filled the Arts and Design District at 
last year’s Carmel Artomobilia

ABOVE
A ’36 Ford named “First Love” 

that won the Ridler Award

LEFT
Troy Trapenier of 
Rad Rides by Troy
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Indy Home
Design Center

Why buy retail, if you can buy direct?

$50 OFF

Give us a Call Visit our Website

Your First Purchase!

Dave and Beatrice Bursten

ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION • TOP BRANDS  
TREMENDOUS SELECTION • BELOW RETAIL PRICING

Offer good one per customer. Minimum purchase of $500. Offer to be used 
towards furniture orders. Subject to product availability. Expires 7/31/17

8450 Westfield Drive #100,  
Indianapolis, IN 46240

BUILDING?  
REMODELING?  
DECORATING?

bit.ly/MayCZ317-472-9810

“At the Design Center 
we bought the identical 
kitchen we saw in a big 

box store and saved 
over $6,000.”

Tues – Fri: 10 am to 6 pm 
Sat:10 am to 4 pm

Visit our Showroom
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orty finalists representing 17 
states – 10 finalists from Indi-
ana – were selected from among 
hundreds of applicants to 

spend a week this summer at The Center 
for the Performing Arts. The finalists will 
experience workshops, master classes and 
mentoring from performing arts profes-
sionals and respected university educa-
tors, led by five-time GRAMMY® nominee 
Michael Feinstein, founder of The Great 
American Songbook Foundation and the 
Academy. This year’s Academy is spon-

sored nationally by the Efroymson Family 
Fund, a fund of Central Indiana Commu-
nity Foundation. 

The mission of The Great American 
Songbook Foundation is to inspire and 
educate by celebrating the timeless songs 
of pop, jazz, Broadway and Hollywood. 
The Foundation is committed to pre-
serving and elevating this rich legacy by 
curating physical artifacts of its creators, 
performers and publishers; offering 
programs for the public and research 
opportunities for scholars, historians and 

performers; providing educational oppor-
tunities and multidisciplinary curricula 
for student musicians; overseeing the 
Songbook Hall of Fame; and operating  
a multimedia gallery for public exhibi-
tion of its collections. 

At the closing concert, all 40 par-
ticipants will perform, and the Top 10 
compete for awards before a panel of 
judges and a live audience. Only one is 
chosen as Songbook Youth Ambassador 
for the coming year, a title that comes 
with career-boosting opportunities to 
perform at such venues as Carnegie Hall, 
the Kennedy Center and the annual Great 
American Songbook Hall of Fame gala. 

Chris Lewis, Executive Director of The 
Great American Songbook Foundation, 
is excited about the local response to the 
auditions that was received this year. 

S h i n i n g  a  S p o t l i g h t  o n  t h e

It’s that musical time of year again. The Songbook Academy® finalists have 
been selected and will compete in the upcoming annual competition. The 
nation’s top high school-age vocalists vie for the title of Songbook Youth 
Ambassador. The finalists will perform in the Songbook Academy® Finals 
at the Center for the Performing Arts in July.
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Songbook Finalists

F

Five-time GRAMMY 
nominee Michael 

Feinstein, founder of 
the annual Songbook 
Academy®, poses with 

the 2016 Academy 
participants at the 

Palladium in Carmel.

Writer // Janelle Morrison  •  Photography // submitted by The Center for the Performing Arts
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 Weston Clark 
ZIONSVILLE,  
Park Tudor High School

West Clark is a 2017 
graduate of Park 
Tudor High School. 
In his sophomore 

year of high school, he was honored to 
serve the Midwest region as a National 
Student Poet, a youth poetry ambassador 
representing The President’s Committee 
on the Arts and Humanities, The Institute 
of Museum and Library Services and the 
Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards.

 Taylor Bickett 
CARMEL, Carmel  
High School

Singing anything 
from musical theater 
and country to jazz 
and pop, Taylor has 

enjoyed creating her own style. She has 
appeared in numerous musicals including 
the Carmel High School Performing 
Art’s production of “The Phantom of the 
Opera” and is a member of the renowned 
Ambassadors show choir at Carmel High 
School. She has performed solo at many 
Indianapolis-area venues and was fea-
tured at the 2016 Elkhart Jazz Festival.

 Hayden Elefante 
ZIONSVILLE,  
Zionsville Community  
High School

Hayden Elefante 
enjoys performing in 
the Zionsville Com-

munity High School’s mixed show choir, 
“Royalaires,” and participates in numerous 
community theater productions around 
Indianapolis. Outside of the shows, 
Hayden takes voice lessons at Performer’s 
Edge in Carmel with Christopher Brush, 
dance lessons at JCC and acting lessons at 
Indy Actor Studio.

Lewis joined the Foundation in August 
2011 as Director of the High School Vocal 
Academy and Competition, now known 
as the Songbook Academy®. Lewis holds 
a Master’s degree in Education and has 
worked as a history teacher and spe-
cial education liaison for the New York 
City Department of Education. He is an 
accomplished musician with experience 
as a professional vocalist, choral director 
and voice teacher and was a member of 
the vocal jazz octet, Pieces of 8, along with 
his wife, Kelly. 

“This was the largest response and the 
largest group that we had audition from 
the local area, which is exciting,” Lewis 
expressed. “I think that we can attribute 
that to the growing awareness of the 
program and that we didn’t conflict with 
the summer show choir camps this year. 
That has been our biggest challenge, 
locally and regionally.” 

A testament to the high school per-
forming arts departments throughout 
central Indiana, students from Carmel, 
Zionsville, Greenwood and Indianapolis 
have made it to the finals to compete with 
their peers from across the nation.

“We are in special place here in the 
Midwest where the arts are a big focus for 
our local schools,” Lewis emphasized. “The 
kids from our area are fortunate to have 
access to quality programs that are not 
available in every community.” 

The Academy has evolved into a com-
prehensive performance intensive. The 
participants will spend seven full days 
in the program, learning vocal technique 
lessons and other critical lessons from 
notable and award-winning artists such 
as Sylvia McNair. The students will 
attend college audition prep courses from 
professors from the nation’s top college 
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art programs. Lewis mentioned that the 
Academy has been attracting musical 
theater students over the years, so they 
began bringing in Broadway stars to talk 
with the students about what it is like to 
work in the “business.” 

“This year, we’re going to have an 
acting workshop as it relates to lyrics and 
storytelling,” Lewis stated. “The Academy 
has really grown into a comprehensive 
educational program. We’re still achieving 
our mission of exposing children to the 
Songbook music, but we’re also providing 
something of value to these students. We 
are giving them the experience that they 
will need when they audition for a college 
arts program or are moving forward 
with their professional careers. I feel that 
we are building a Songbook family that 
extends across the country.” 

Feinstein explained why the Academy 
is important to cultivating the up and 
coming stars of tomorrow. “When  
I was growing up, I didn’t have anything 
like the Songbook Academy to help me 
along my musical path,” Feinstein said. 
“I started playing the piano at the age of 
5 and started singing a few years later. 
When I got out of high school, I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do. I knew musi-
cally what I wanted to accomplish, but 
there was no place for me to learn what 
I wanted to learn. 

“The Songbook Academy is a place 
where young people learn something that 
I wish I could have experienced when  
I was growing up. It fills a certain kind 
of void or gap that, to me, is essential. If 
I had this music when I was a kid, in this 
way, it would have changed my trajectory 
and brought me closer to my goals much 
sooner. I know the young people who 
are involved in our Academy are closer 

to what they want to accomplish in life 
because of this music. 

“To see our students come together 
and share their mutual love of music and 
stay connected to each other is fantastic. 
Some of them may not become profes-
sionals, but many of them do. Many of our 
graduates have performed at Carnegie 
Hall, Jazz at Lincoln Center, the Kennedy 
Center, on television shows and many 
other wonderful venues. Our 2014 Youth 
Ambassador Maddie Baillio recently made 
her television debut as the star of NBC’s 
‘Hairspray Live!’ I’m so proud of all of our 
Songbook alums. I know The Great Ameri-
can Songbook is in good hands.” 

THE 2017 FINALISTS  
FROM CARMEL  
AND ZIONSVILLE

Finalists perform in the July 2016 Songbook 
Academy Finals concert at the Palladium.
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• Julia Bonnett of Carmel was 
named the very first Songbook 
Youth Ambassador in 2009 and 
performed with Feinstein and 
David Hyde Pierce at the Center 
for the Performing Arts gala 
opening celebration in 2011. 
She has since appeared with 
the Carmel Symphony Orches-
tra and Indiana Wind Symphony 
and played top roles at Booth 
Tarkington Civic Theatre and 
Beef & Boards Dinner Theatre.

• Annie Yokom (2010) of Chi-
cago has appeared in regional 
theater across the country and 
made her national television 
debut on Fox’s “Prison Break.”

• Nick Ziobro (2012) of Manlius, 
New York, has appeared on 
NBC’s “America’s Got Talent” 
and recorded his Feinstein-pro-
duced debut album, “A Lot of 
Livin’ to Do,” with help from 
guitarist Bucky Pizzarelli, 
bassist Jay Leonhart and other 
jazz greats.

• Julia Goodwin (2013) of 
Baldwinsville, New York, 
was featured on Michael 
Feinstein’s PBS New Year’s 
Eve special and has appeared 

on “America’s Got Talent” and 
ABC’s “Inside Edition.” 

• Maddie Baillio (2014) of 
League City, Texas, landed the 
coveted role of Tracy Turnblad 
in the NBC production of 
“Hairspray Live!” The cast 
included Jennifer Hudson, 
Harvey Fierstein, Martin Short 
and Ariana Grande.

• Lucas DeBard (2015) of Leba-
non, Indiana, is studying music 
education and jazz at Indiana 
University and performed over 
the holidays at Feinstein’s/54 
Below in New York City.

• Brighton Thomas (2016) 
of Burbank, California, has 
performed around the country 
with Michael Feinstein and 
made her NYC debut at Fein-
stein’s/54 Below last Decem-
ber. Earlier this year, she was 
a Grand Prize Finalist in LA’s 
Spotlight Awards. She recently 
earned Most Outstanding 
Actress honors at the 2017 
Jerry Herman Awards. In June, 
Brighton will compete in the 
National High School Theatre 
Association’s Jimmy Awards in 
New York City.
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“Where are they now?”
The previous Songbook Youth Ambassadors have gone on 
to achieve incredible success after winning the competi-
tion. See where they are now and what they have already 
accomplished in the early stages of their respective 
careers.

 Cynthia Kauffman 
ZIONSVILLE,  
Zionsville Community  
High School

Cynthia Kauffman is 
participating in The Great 
American Songbook 

Academy for her first time this year. She is 
a sophomore at Zionsville Community High 
School and is involved in community theater, 
her school’s mixed show choir (Royalaires), 
volunteering at her church, babysitting and 
school clubs.

 Anja Reese 
CARMEL,  
Carmel High School

Anja Reese has enjoyed 
being a part of both the 
Carmel Ambassadors 
and the Carmel Accents 

as well as Carmel High School’s a cappella 
choir. Her theatrical experience includes 
both community and professional theater in 
the Indianapolis area, including roles in “Les 
Miserables,” “Godspell,” “Romeo and Juliet,” 
“Phantom of the Opera,” “Oklahoma!” “Annie” 
and “Footloose.”

 Grace Tucker 
ZIONSVILLE,  
Zionsville Community  
High School

Grace Tucker is an 
experienced 16-year-old 
performer and vocalist fo-

cused in the Central Indianapolis area. Grace 
has appeared in productions at Booth Tark-
ington Civic Theatre, Summer Stock Stage, 
Zionsville Community High School Theatre, 
Christian Youth Theatre and the Off Main 
Street Players. She was also a member of the 
Zionsville unisex show choir, “Choralaires,” 
last year and will be a member of her school’s 
mixed show choir, “Royalaires,” this year.

 Tara Lacy 
CARMEL,  
Carmel High School

Tara Lacy will be a senior 
at Carmel High School 
in the fall of 2017. She is 
a member of the Carmel 

High School Ambassadors show choir and 
is an anchor for the Carmel High School TV 
station. Tara lives in Carmel with her mom, 
dad and younger sister. 

THE 2017 FINALISTS  
FROM CARMEL AND ZIONSVILLE

www.turklemd.com  
317.848.0001

Dr. Jan Turkle is pleased to welcome dermatologist Dr. Matt 
Strausburg to the practice. Dr. Strausburg is a medical and 
surgical dermatologist. He will see both pediatric and adult 
patients.  Please call our office to schedule an appointment 
for your plastic surgery and dermatology needs. Saturday 
appointments available.

11455 N. Meridian Street - Suite 150 | Carmel, IN | 46032
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11257 SAINT ANDREWS LANE, CARMEL

$634,000
Crooked Stick

•  4  B E D R O O M S  •  3  F U L L  +  1  H A L F  B AT H S  
•  4 , 24 9  S Q .  F T.

2037 STANHOPE STREET, CARMEL

$669,800
Village of WestClay

•  5  B E D R O O M S  •  4  F U L L  +  2  H A L F  B AT H S  
•  5 ,4 3 1  S Q .  F T.

1973 STANHOPE ST., CARMEL

$459,900
 Village of WestClay

•  4  B E D R O O M S  •  3  F U L L  •  1  H A L F  B AT H  
•  3 , 9 1 6  S Q .  F T.

3313 HOMESTRETCH DR., CARMEL

$784,000
Saddlebrook at Shelborne

• 6  B E D R O O M S  •  4  F U L L  •  1  H A L F  B AT H  
•  5 , 7 6 2  S Q .  F T.

13548 ABERCORN STREET, CARMEL

 $847,000
Village of WestClay

•  4  B E D R O O M S  •  3  F U L L  +  2  H A L F  B AT H S  
•  7, 5 0 5  S Q .  F T.

7780 CHEVAL RUE CT, ZIONSVILLE

$1,099,000
Cheval De Selle

•  5  B E D R O O M S  •  6  B AT H S  •  74 0 2  S Q .  F T.  
•  3  A C R E S

CONTACT ANY OF US TO FIND OUT HOW

CONTACT ANY OF US 
TO FIND OUT HOW

3 ACRES

           LET US MARKET YOUR HOME TO      THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL BUYERS
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6312 BERGESON WAY, INDIANAPOLIS

$498,800
Worthington at West 86th

•  3  B E D R O O M S  •  3  F U L L  -  1  H A L F  B AT H S  
•  4 , 9 9 2  S Q .  F T.

12648 TROUPE ST., CARMEL

$479,000
Village of WestClay

•  5  B E D R O O M S  •  3  F U L L  +  1  H A L F  B AT H S  • 
4 ,1 4 5  S Q .  F T.

13110 BROOKS LANDING PLACE, CARMEL

$799,000
Brooks Landing At Prairie V iew

•  6  B E D R O O M S  •  5  F U L L  -  1  H A L F  B AT H S  
•  6 ,4 6 6  S Q .  F T.

2288 GLEBE ST., CARMEL

$369,000
Village of WestClay

•  3  B E D R O O M S  •  3  B AT H S  •  2 , 3 3 7  S Q .  F T.

14709 NEWPORT DRIVE, WESTFIELD IN 46074

$329,000
Merrimac

•  4  B E D R O O M S  •  2  F U L L  +  1  H A L F  B AT H S  
•  2 , 7 8 0  S Q .  F T.

2333 CHARTWELL STREET, CARMEL

$667,900
Village of WestClay

•  5  B E D R O O M S  •  5  B AT H S  •  5 , 0 9 4  S Q .  F T.

JOE KEMPLER 
3 1 7.  5 2 3 . 6 4 0 5

JAMIE KERKHOF 
3 1 7.  7 6 7. 9 4 6 7

JENNIFER JOHNSON 
( 3 1 7 )  5 0 1 . 2 1 0 3

COMINGSOONHOMESINDY.COM

CONTACT ANY OF US TO FIND OUT HOW

RE/MAX ABILITY PLUS
12710 MEETING HOUSE ROAD,  

CARMEL, IN 46032

3 1 7.  5 7 5 . 0 4 0 0
K E M P L E R A S S O C I A T E S . C O M

BACKYARD OASIS

           LET US MARKET YOUR HOME TO      THOUSANDS OF POTENTIAL BUYERS
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OUR MISSION IS TO MOVE YOU, 
NOT JUST YOUR BOXES.

• We give up front pricing
• We really, really, care
• We are in your neighborhood

OUR MISSION IS TO MOVE YOU, NOT JUST YOUR BOXES.
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ne of the most significant 
transitions in life comes long 
after high school graduation 
or the start of a new career. 

It is the transition into senior adulthood. 
This may involve retiring from work, 
finding a new role in the community and 
moving to a smaller home. Several individ-
uals in the Indianapolis area are finding 
personal and professional fulfillment by 
addressing the needs of this vital part of 
our population. 

Selecting a New Home 
Lona Newton found her niche when 

she started a business called Senior 
Living Advisor in 2015. As sales director 
for a senior living facility, Newton had 
encountered many clients who could 
benefit from a compassionate, informed 
advocate. She left her corporate position 
to personally guide these clients through 
the process of finding a new place to live. 
Whether they seek independent living, 
assisted living or memory care, Newton 

helps clients narrow the list of possi-
bilities based on budget, medical needs, 
location and personal desires. She goes 
with clients to visit facilities, and once a 
decision is made, she helps with the lease 
and admissions paperwork. When it’s time 
to move in, she is there. 

Newton knows that transitioning to 
senior care is a sensitive process but 
believes it can also be freeing. With less 
household responsibilities, many seniors 
have more time for volunteering, mento-
ring and travel. Additional resources are 
available on her website at seniorlivingad-
visorindy.com. 

Book Clubs and Library Services 
Kay Martin, a librarian for 40 years, 

missed her work after she retired. To 
continue sharing her love of literature, she 
decided to organize a book club through 
Boone County Senior Services, Inc. (BCS-
SI). At the call-out meeting last April, 15 
seniors shared book and movie recom-
mendations and chose a time and place 

to continue meeting. Martin gave each 
attendee a copy of the first book as well as 
a blank journal for taking notes. 

“I record some of the most beautiful 
thoughts and quotes in my journal,” she 
says. “Plus, it’s a real feeling of accomplish-
ment to look back through the journals 
and see all that you’ve read!” She closed 
by saying that bibliophiles are doing 
themselves a big favor. Research reported 
by NextAvenue shows that people who 
read books for 30 minutes a day lived an 
average of almost two years longer than 
those who didn’t. 

Other book clubs are available through 
local libraries. The Hussey-Mayfield Me-
morial Public Library in Zionsville offers 
a book club called SOAR for adults 55 and 
older. It’s an open discussion of books 
from a variety of genres held every third 
Monday at 2:30 p.m. The next gathering 
will be July 17. No registration is required, 
so booklovers can just drop in. 

There are also programs for those 
who can’t get to the library. Kate Schell, 

S u p p o r t i n g  o u r

Local individuals and agencies specialize in meeting the needs of seniors
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Zionsville’s Senior Outreach Coordina-
tor (317-873-3149, ext. 12400), says “Books 
to Go” delivers books to people who are 
unable to get out because of limited 
mobility or extended illness. “Library 
to You” brings assorted print and audio 
books to assisted living centers. Schell and 
a couple volunteers keep track of what 
clients like and then deliver hand-selected 
materials through a friendly visit each 
month. Schell says it’s a wonderful job. 
“I’m the one privileged to serve them,” she 
says. “Even though the program is small 
in scale, it makes a huge impact on these 
people’s lives.” 

The Carmel Clay Public Library has 
similar programs. Communications Direc-
tor Beth Jenneman says a team of volun-
teers delivers to homebound individuals, 
and the mobile library makes regular 
stops at assisted living communities. 
Contact the Readers’ Advisory Librarian 
at 317-814-3987 for more information. 

Transportation 
When people lose their ability to drive, 

finding transportation can be a critical 
component of maintaining independence. 
BATS (Boone Area Transit System) offers 
transportation for local residents 60 years 
of age or older Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Riders should 
call ahead to request a ride. The suggest-
ed donation is $5 a day for unlimited 
stops inside city limits. For $15-$20, BATS 
provides roundtrip service to surrounding 
areas outside of Boone County. 

Routes and times vary depending on 
requests. Demand is increasing, so BATS 
suggests calling two weeks in advance to 
schedule transportation to appointments. 
To learn more or request a ride, call 765-
482-5220 or 317-873-8939. 

Social Activities  
and Entertainment 

Staying engaged socially is important, 
and many churches and agencies help 
seniors meet this need. Zionsville Presby-
terian Church hosts a club called Second 
Half Adventurers that involves a guest 
speaker and luncheon each month. Boone 
County Senior Services, Inc. (BCSSI) offers 
“Theater Thursdays” – special showings 
of movies at 9:30 a.m. at the Lebanon 7 
Cinema. On July 20, they are showing 
“Daddy’s Home.” 

Every Thursday, BCSSI offers art classes 
at their main building in Lebanon, and on 
Tuesdays, the art instructor comes to BCS-
SI’s satellite location at Zionsville Town 
Hall. BCSSI also hosts craft classes, coffee 
hours, bridge, euchre and travel programs. 
On July 26, they are planning a Spirit of 
Chicago Boat Cruise. 

More Services from BCSSI 
Social programming is only a small part 

of what BCSSI offers. Twice a month, BCS-
SI hosts a Lunch & Learn seminar. There 
are legal assistance clinics, counseling 
sessions on nutrition and Social Security 
and “Tech Time Tuesdays” where partici-
pants get free assistance with electronics. 

In addition, BCSSI offers support groups 
for bereavement and for caregivers; in-
home personal care such as bathing and 
hygiene; homemaking services such as 
light housekeeping; and respite care to 
relieve caregivers a few hours a week. 

Director of Outreach Jessica Evans 
says the agency seeks to appeal to active 
older adults as well as those who are less 
mobile or shut-in. “When we say ‘senior,’ 
that’s a huge category,” says Evans, noting 
that many clients certainly don’t think 
of themselves as old. “We hope to build 
relationships with seniors before they 
ever need to use many of our services.” 
For more information, call 765-482-5220 or 
317-873-8939. 

Medical Billing 
Two years ago, Sharon Gall of Zionsville 

founded a company called My Billing Ad-
vocate (317-344-0401). She initially focused 
on helping patients understand, reconcile 
and pay the correct amount for medical 
bills. “They say that up to 80 percent of 
medical bills have errors, and I can verify 
that based on our experience,” says Gall. 

As Gall helped clients save money on 
medical bills, she found that many needed 
assistance managing other bills as well. 
To address that need, the company began 
offering daily money management ser-
vices – everything from sorting mail and 
planning a budget to paying bills online 
and negotiating with creditors. 

There are many reasons a person may 
need this assistance. Maybe they travel 
and don’t have time for paperwork. Maybe 
they lost a family member who managed 
the bills, or perhaps they have a condition 
that limits their abilities. Lisa Kellum, one 
of Gall’s associates, says she will sit down 
with a client, gather all important docu-
ments in one place and begin organizing 
the information. Kellum says a 95-year-old 
client felt a huge burden lifted once they 
began to meet. Another client said she 
was “finally able to sleep” once she had a 
budgeting plan in place. 

Elder Care Attorneys 
A growing area in the legal field is com-

prehensive care for elders. As Lisa Dillman 
of Dillman Law Group has written, “Elder 
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Anita Bowen, Executive Director of BCSSI

Law considers key issues facing seniors: 
housing, financial well-being, health and 
long-term care and autonomy/quality of 
life.” In an article on her website, dillman-
lawgroup.com, she explains that an elder 
law attorney “quarterbacks the seniors’ 
team of resources to address the seniors’ 
situation in a coordinated fashion. She 
makes sure the CPA is talking to the finan-
cial planner, and the caregiver is talking to 
the doctor and social worker.” 

Anna Lakin, Marketing Director with 
Dillman Law Group, says an elder law 
attorney is “a hub of information.” The at-
torney can assist with Medicaid, veterans’ 
benefits, nursing care, wills and planning 
regarding assets like a family farm. 

Many times, an adult child will contact 
the firm at the onset of a crisis, such as 
when a parent falls or receives a difficult 
diagnosis. Elder law attorneys can help at 
any stage of the process, but it’s always 
better to plan ahead. Lakin recommends 
that adult children, especially those 50 or 
older, begin a conversation with an elder 
care attorney before they really need one. 
“If you can preplan, then you may never 
be in crisis,” she says. Dillman has offices 
in Carmel and Indianapolis. 

Staying in Touch  
with Technology 

Older citizens have a deep desire to 
stay connected, but ever-changing ways 
to communicate can frustrate and isolate 
them. To bridge this divide, three Indi-
anapolis men started a company in 2011 
called LifeShare Technologies (lifeshare-
tech.com). The founders (Steve Rusche, 
John Moore and Doug Stevens) had 
experience in software development and 
entrepreneurship. When their own loved 
ones were transitioning into senior com-

munities, the men used their expertise to 
create an easy way to keep in touch. 

They developed a product that works 
with something most seniors are already 
comfortable with – a television. Colton 
Priser, Account Executive with LifeShare, 
says their original product is a set box 
that attaches to a TV and allows seniors 
to read email and text messages right 
on their TV screens. The system has an 
easy-to-read menu bar and a simplified 
universal remote. From the home screen, 
users can select options like Watch TV, 
Messages, Pictures, Games or Music. As 
a bonus, any photos received via text 
or email are automatically saved to the 
Pictures collection, which can run as an 
ongoing slide show. 

For the music feature, LifeShare 
partnered with CoroHealth to create 
therapeutic playlists. These are a prima-
ry attraction for memory care facilities. 
“Studies show that pictures and music 
spark memory,” Priser says. “A person 
with Alzheimer’s may have no problem 
remembering old things but have an issue 
with remembering new things. When we 
start showing pictures of when she was 
younger, like one of her husband on their 
wedding day, she may remember that 
and be comforted by it. When we pair the 
person’s photos with therapeutic music, 
such as songs they remember from the 
same time, it really, really changes the 
experience for those seniors.” 

After developing the personal, in-room 
system described above, LifeShare created 
a Community Share system that displays 
information on all of a community’s TVs. 
Authorized staff members upload menus, 
activities, photos and announcements, so 
everyone in a community can see them. 
A mobile app pairs with Community 

Share, so family members can see what’s 
being displayed in the senior community. 
“It helps family members see what their 
loved ones may be participating in and 
use that as a talking point to stay connect-
ed,” Priser explains. 

Sound Advice 
Anita Bowen, Executive Director of 

BCSSI, encourages seniors to add variety 
to their lives by trying new and different 
things. But Bowen recognizes that routine 
can also be good. In BCSSI’s “Senior 
Sounds” newsletter, she shared this 
advice: “If you like the routine that you 
have, which encourages you to live life 
to the fullest each day, keep doing what 
you’re doing. If you have a plethora of 
friendships that bring out the best in you, 
fertilize them and keep them growing.” 

The hope of the professionals cited in 
this article is that their businesses and 
volunteer programs will enable seniors to 
do just that.

A Simple Way to Help:  
Update Phone Contacts 
Imagine you’re driving home alone from a 
meeting. You miss a turn and end up in an 
unfamiliar area. It’s getting dark, so you 
pull over to make a call. After several rings, 
you get a message saying the call cannot 
go through as dialed. Only when a police 
officer drives by and offers assistance are 
you able to make your way home. 

Unfortunately, this scenario has actually 
happened to seniors in central Indiana 
over the last few months. What was the 
problem? The “317” area code had not 
been added to the contact numbers in the 
driver’s cell phone. Since October 2016, 
10-digit numbers have been required 
for local calls in the 317 area code. If you 
think this could be a problem for someone 
in your life, take time to sit down with 
that person, young or old, and help them 
update all the contacts on their phone to 
include the area code.
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In the journey of life, there’s no telling when an injury or illness will put up a 
roadblock. Luckily, there are new services designed to power you through your 
recovery while at the same time ensuring you maintain your independence. 

• EXTENDED CARE THAT HELPS YOU SWING BACK INTO YOUR LIFE 
No one wants to spend more time in the hospital. But what if your stay is over 

and you don’t feel strong enough to be on your own? The last thing you want to be 
is a burden on your family while you’re healing. 

Today, you can turn to services like Witham Health Services’ Extended Care Unit. 
It’s in-hospital care that’s uniquely designed to help you make a smoother transition 
from hospital to home. 

Witham Extended Care supports you with skilled nursing that provides you 
the expertise, experience and the latest therapies to advance your healing. This 
is especially important to orthopaedic and other post-surgical patients who need 
more individualized attention to reach their full recovery potential. In addition, 
comprehensive rehabilitation therapy is easily accessible to increase your strength, 
endurance and mobility. At Witham, everything is dedicated to helping you regain 
your strength and maximize your independence when recovering from a major 
surgery, traumatic injury or stroke. 

The Witham Extended Care Unit is open to any adult who feels they could bene-
fit from a smoother transition out of the hospital to returning home. To learn about 
Witham Extended Care, please call 765.485.8300. Or ask your physician if extended 
care is the right option to help you better bridge the path home. 

• POWERING YOUR HEALTH AND INDEPENDENCE AT HOME 
There’s no place like home. And fact is, home is often the best place to recuperate 

from an illness, injury or medical procedure. But if you require medical and therapy 
services, even a helping hand, you can now take comfort that you can get every-
thing you need to empower your recovery in the comfort of you own home. 

• HOME HEALTH CARE IS HERE FOR YOU. 
Home Health Care is where medical care and treatments are delivered right in 

the privacy of your own home and surroundings. 
Home health care providers such as Suburban Home Health, sponsored by With-

am Health Services, are highly experienced in caring for health-related needs with 
minimal disruption to your home life. Whether you’re a patient or a caregiver, the 
Suburban Home Health Care team will work with your physician, your family and 
you in finding the right services, equipment and medical supplies to help you chart 
a path to greater independence. 

Suburban Home Health provides comprehensive physician-directed health ser-
vices that are tailored to you and your schedule, all available 24/7. Our high quality, 
professional team of registered nurses, aides, physical, occupational, and speech 
therapists, even social workers, provide a wide range of services to meet your indi-
vidualized needs. From skilled nursing to intravenous therapy, physical, speech and 
occupational 

therapy to home health aides, Suburban Home Health gives you the freedom to 
recover at home. 

With Suburban Home Health, you can feel safe and secure. Their staff is made 
up of experienced health care professionals dedicated to making a difference in the 
lives of their patients. 

Choosing a reputable, private agency like Suburban Home Health can save you 
the headache of coordinating care services on your own. Suburban Home Health 
is Medicare and Medicaid approved and their team can help explain and navigate 
you through your insurance and financial options. To speak to a home care repre-
sentative, call 800.464.6716. Or visit suburbanhomehealth.org to learn more.
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Do you have leg heaviness, aching, 
swollen ankles, leg throbbing, itching 
or muscle cramping? Have you stopped 
walking, golfing or engaging in other ac-
tivities because your legs hurt at the end 
of the day? If so, you may have chronic 
vein disease related to varicose veins. 

Vein disorders are not always visible 
to the naked eye, especially if there is 
significant leg swelling. More than half 
of all women and 45 percent of men will 
suffer from varicose vein disease in their 
lifetime. But you don’t need to suffer. 

The treatments to address varicose 
veins and chronic venous insufficiency 
have improved dramatically in recent 
years. No longer do most patients need 
to endure painful surgical vein stripping 
and a visit to the operating room. These 
corrective treatments offer minimal 
downtime and no sedation, so patients 
are able to return to their daily activities 
immediately. 

What you  
Should Know 
about Varicose 
Vein Disease

Witham Health Services  
and Suburban Home Health:

Carmel_July2017-Witham Health Services (02).indd   1 2017-06-21   4:07 PM Carmel_2017_July_CaringForSeniors_V2.indd   5 2017-06-23   4:07 PM



S p e c i a l  S e c t i o n

Senior Living

30

Some of the state-of-the-art treat-
ments are: 

• Endovenous laser treatment (EVLT) 
eliminates the abnormal saphenous 
vein, which is the source of most var-
icose vein issues. Using ultrasound 
technology, a thin laser fiber is guided 
into the vein through a small opening 
to deliver energy to the diseased vein 
wall, causing the vein to close and 
eliminating backward blood flow. 

• VenaSeal is an alternative treatment 
that is also intended for patients with 
superficial varicose veins of the legs 
that cause symptoms. With local an-
esthesia, an ultrasound-guided cath-
eter is inserted through the skin into 
the diseased vein to allow injection 
of an adhesive that will permanently 
seal the abnormal saphenous vein. 

• Sclerotherapy is an additional 
treatment in which a small needle is 
used to inject veins with a medication 
that irritates the inner lining of the 
vein and causes it to close. There are 
two types of sclerotherapy that can 
be used: ultrasound-guided sclero-
therapy and surface sclerotherapy. 
For larger size, “ropey” varicose veins 
post-EVLT or VenaSeal treatment, 
ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy is 
often utilized. To address superficial, 
smaller size veins and even spider 
veins, surface sclerotherapy is anoth-
er option. Surface sclerotherapy can 
also be performed with a special light 
and magnifier that makes it easier 
to see the related branches. For some 
patients, a surface vascular laser may 
also help with the appearance and 
treatment of spider veins. 

There is no way to completely prevent 
varicose veins, but improving your circu-
lation and muscle tone through regular 
exercise can reduce your risk. Walking, 
biking, working out and even dancing are 
good for your leg health. For healthier 
veins, watch your weight, eat a diet high 
in fiber and low in salt and wear medical 
grade compression stockings. 

Jeffery P. Schoonover, MD 
FAAFP, RVT, RPVI, Diplomate,
American Board of Venous and 
Lymphatic Medicine

EAST LOCATION:
11876 Olio Road
Suite 700
Fishers, IN 46037

WEST LOCATION:
10485 Commerce Drive
Suite 100
Carmel, IN 46032

info@indyveins.comwww.indyveins.com

317.348.3020

Whatever you plan to do this 
summer, do it without leg pain.

Call today and get on the 
road to better health. 

The team at Indiana Vein Specialists® 
provides comprehensive, office 

based treatment of venous disease. 
Schedule a consult with Dr. Jeffery 
Schoonover and learn more about 

our treatment options.

Have a 
better 
summer!
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SAVE up to $150 OFF

• Porch Screens • Motorized Screens • Retractable Awnings • Garage Screens • Pergolas • New and Rescreened Doors and Windows

with any $2,000 purchase

Family
Lives Here.

ASCSeniorCare.com

At Zionsville Meadows, we 
care for our residents’ health, 

happiness and security just as 
we do for our own families. 

For us, it’s personal.

“I love having such a great second family! The staff and I care about 
the residents, but they care about us, too. Care to join the family? Call 
me or stop by any time!”

Christie Schmith, Senior Lifestyle Specialist 
317.873.5205 
ChristieSchmith@AmericanSrCommunities.com
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Securities offered through David A. Noyes & Co., Member FINRA/SIPC. Registered Investment Advisory Services offered through Noyes Advisors, LLC, an SEC registered Investment Advisor.

ALL FINANCIAL 
PLANNERS ARE  

NOT EQUAL

The CFP® Certification Exam 
consists of the financial planning 
process, tax planning, employee 

benefits and retirement 
planning, estate planning, 
investment management  

and insurance.

CFP® professionals must  
develop theoretical and practical 

knowledge by completing  
a comprehensive course of study 

university offering a financial 
planning curriculum approved by 

the CFP® Board.

CFP® professionals  
have years of experience  

in financial planning  
services

CFP® professionals are held 
to the highest standards. 

Rules of conduct require CFP® 
professionals to provide their 

financial planning services  
as a “fiduciary” acting in your 

best interest.

enise Halford Holder leads  
Holder Legacy Wealth Partners.  
Denise is a First Vice President and 

a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® who 
is consistently named as an Indianapolis 
Monthly’s FIVE STAR Best in Client 
Satisfaction Wealth Manager.

She has over 27 years of experience and 
specializes in wealth transition, financial and 
estate planning, and portfolio management 
for families, institutions, endowments, 
and foundations. Denise has facilitated 
and conducted numerous client and public 
educational programs, written articles on 
financial, estate, and charitable planning, 
and has been an instructor for financial/
estate planning courses. 

Denise received her MBA in Finance and 
Accounting from Boston University and 
a BS degree in Marketing from Indiana 

University. She has attended the Lilly 
Family School of Philanthropy.

In the local community, Denise is a 
current/past board member with Stanley K. 
Lacy Leadership Alumni, Arts For Learning, 
Indianapolis Museum of Art (Young 
Friends of Art), Planned Giving Group of 
Indiana, Network of Women in Business 
and a member of the Columbia Club, and 
Woodstock Club.

Holder Legacy Wealth Partners is an 
exclusive wealth management practice 
serving select individuals, businesses, 
foundations, and endowments.

We handle all aspects of our client’s 
financial landscape through a holistic and 
consultative approach. Our plans align 
perfectly with our client’s aspirations; 
allowing them the freedom and flexibility 
to focus on their passions. 

To find out what’s 

different about 

“Holder Legacy 
Wealth Partners” 

to arrange consultation
317-633-1763

Holder Legacy Wealth Partners
250 W. 96th Street, Suite 300

Indianapolis, IN 46260 
holder_group@danoyes.com

317-633-1763

call

Most people think all financial planners are “certified,” but this isn’t true. Anyone can use the title 
“financial planner.” Only those who have fulfilled the certification and renewal requirements of CFP 

Board can display the CFP® certification trademarks which represent a high level of competency, ethics, 
and professionalism. And because they are held to a fiduciary standard of care when providing financial 

planning services, a CFP® professional is required to act in your best interest.

The four E’s to selecting your Financial Advisor

“D

Holder Legacy Wealth Partners

(from L to R) Toni Clark, Austin Bodner, Denise Halford Holder, MBA, CFP®,  
Greg Smith, Shirley Etsinger-West

EXAMINATION EXPERIENCE ETHICSEDUCATION
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ative Hoosiers and anyone 
who is from the region 
may easily recognize the 
classic Hurst Beans logos 

and have most likely enjoyed a crock of 
any variety of Hurst bean soups at some 
point in their lifetime. The company’s 
secret HamBeens® flavor led to their 
most well-known product, HamBeens 15 
Bean Soup®. Over 18 varieties of beans 
are selected from the choicest growers in 
more than 16 bean-producing states. The 
growers use only U.S. quality seed, and 
they field inspect their crops and monitor 
proper harvesting for the Hurst Label. 
The N.K. Hurst Company prides itself on 
its standards, rejecting any old crop, split 

or broken beans and refusing to blend 
grades of beans. The Hurst family motto 
is: “Quality first.” The company just cele-
brated the ribbon cutting of its newly con-
structed second location in Zionsville. “We 
started in the bean business in 1947,” said 
President Rick Hurst. “We started packing 
beans at our old location on Pennsylvania 
Avenue and a couple of other locations 
before moving to McCarty Street and did 
all of that between 1938 to 1947. Then we 
bought the building on McCarty Street 
where we are in downtown Indianapolis. 
At one point, we were located on New 
York Street, and N.K. went to work one 
day. Our company was on the first floor, 
and a piano company was located on the 

seventh floor. The weight of the pianos 
collapsed the building, and it all went into 
the Canal – beans, pianos and everything 
all over the place.” Consequently, the 
incident prompted the company’s move to 
McCarty Street. 

Hurst explained that one of the driving 
factors that led the company to build 
a second facility in Zionsville was the 
changing regulations in Food Quality 
Safety (FQS) and the need to meet the 
expectations of the company’s clients. 
“There is a food grade designation that 
a lot of our customers are demanding 
from every food manufacturer called Safe 
Quality Food (SQF),” Hurst explained. “We 
do all of the things that we need to do to 

B e i n g  i n  t h e  B u s i n e s s  o f

In 1938, Needham King Hurst established the company, N.K. Hurst, distributing coffee, tea and sugar. 
Nearly 80 years later, Hurst’s company has grown into a widely known brand and multi-generation 

family owned and operated enterprise.

Writer // Janelle Morrison  •  Photography // JJ Kaplan and Casey Cronin
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be in compliance with 
those regulations.” 
While their existing 
building works for the 
seasoning side of the 
production, it was not going to 
meet those astringent requirements 
on the dry bean packaging side of the 
production. The Hurst family members 
and executive leadership began their 
search for a second facility that would 
satisfy the new equipment and materials 
needed to meet the SQF requirements 
while offering the additional space for 
the company’s continued growth and 
development. Rick’s cousin, Jim Hurst, is a 
Zionsville resident and is part of the com-
pany’s leadership team. After an extensive 
search in surrounding areas, the Hursts 
exhausted their search for existing ware-
house spaces with tall ceilings and a small 
footprint. They began to look at available 
land. “Jim came across the land where 
we eventually built,” Hurst said. “It was 
owned by the people who developed the 
FedEx facility, and it’s an excellent loca-
tion. Not to mention, it’s an easy commute 
for Jim.” An Indianapolis resident, Hurst 
admitted that the commute also works 
well for him as he can easily commute to 
either location. “Creekside Park is a great 

area,” Hurst said. “We 
live in Indy, but we 

come up for dinner, and 
my in-laws are at Hoosier 

Village. Zionsville is a won-
derful community to come up 

to. I enjoy playing tennis and play at 
the new tennis facility here in town.” 

Most of the Hurst family members 
attended the new facility’s ribbon cutting 
ceremony last month, including Rick’s 
father, Needham. Needham Hurst and 
William Hurst (Jim’s father) ran the 
company for several years before Rick, 
Jim and Rick’s brother-in-law, Tony Snid-
er, took over the reins. They have been 
operating the company with the help 
and dedication of the entire Hurst family 
and their respective spouses. It was an 
inspiring sight to see four generations 
of Hursts celebrating while the fifth 
generation toddled around the grand new 
facility. “What our fathers have taught 
us about managing a family business is 
that we must respect each other’s jobs 
within the business,” Hurst said. “We all 
wear a lot of hats in this business.” Snider 
discussed what the new facility will mean 
to the upcoming generations of Hurst 
family members. “My role in the company 
is that I handle purchasing, procurement 

and negotiating contracts for all of our 
raw materials, but as Rick said, we all wear 
a lot of hats in a family business,” he em-
phasized. “We all have sales responsibili-
ties, human resources and whatever else 
it takes to get the job done. For the future, 
I hope that we are here for 150 years or 
more. Our Zionsville facility is 180 degrees, 
production and efficiency wise, from 
where we are at our downtown facility, so 
the next generation will have an easier job 
producing and packaging beans than we 
have over the years.” 

Matt Huntley’s children, who represent 
the fifth generation, stole the show at 
the ribbon cutting reception. Looking on 
at them, Huntley reflected on growing 
up around the family business and what 
his hopes are for the future generations. 
“Growing up, I remember being my daugh-
ter’s age and going to the facility down-
town,” he said. “Beans have always been a 
part of our lives. My grandfather always 
did our commercials, and I remember 
hearing his voice on the radio. It is great 
to see my kids being here to see this new 
facility and thinking of how it will pass 
down to them one day. I am going on nine 
years with the company, and we have fam-
ily members that have been here a long 
time. We also have several employees who 
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are our outside family members that have 
been with us for years. They make the 
company tick on a daily basis, and they’ve 
played integral roles in the company’s 
success and in getting the new facility 
up and running.” Zionsville resident Jim 
Hurst commended Mayor Tim Haak and 
the town’s leadership who were involved 

in the project from start to finish. “Zions-
ville has been a wonderful place to get 
this project started and completed,” Jim 
Hurst said. “The town is definitely open 
for business. The Zionsville Chamber 
of Commerce and the Boone County 
Economic Development Corporation were 
also instrumental in helping us find the 

property to develop in Zionsville. After an 
extensive search for an existing ware-
house location, we couldn’t find anything 
that fit our specific needs, so we conclud-
ed that we would have to build to our 
specifications. Everybody involved was 
helpful and wanted to see us bring our 
business to Zionsville. 

“Another benefit to having our newest 
facility is that there are new lines of busi-
ness that we will be able to produce out of 
this facility that we aren’t able to down-
town. Matt Huntley is our first member of 
the fourth generation of the Hurst family 
to join the business. His great-grandfa-
ther, N.K. Hurst, founded the business; 
his grandfather, Needham Hurst; and my 
father, William Hurst, ran the business 
for several years. My cousin, Rick, myself 
and Tony have operated this business for 
many years after them, and Matt joined us 
a few years ago. He has been instrumen-
tal in helping the family understand the 
necessity to move to a modern space and 
prepare the business for the next several 
generations of family.” 

 Zionsville has been a wonderful place to get 
this project started and completed”
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ndianapolis meteorologist 
Kevin Gregory with WRTV 
Channel 6 (RTV6) has been 
contributing to the aware-

ness and education of Indiana weather 
through his summer weather camps. 
Gregory will be bringing his camp back 
to Zionsville this July at the local library. 
He has been putting on these camps 
throughout the RTV6 viewing area for 
nearly two decades. He travels to four 
to five locations each summer and talks 
to kids about Indiana weather and the 
science behind the forecast. He also 
performs hands-on experiments that ed-

ucate and entertain his young audiences. 
The name Gregory is synonymous with 

weather in Indianapolis. Kevin Gregory’s 
father, Bob, worked at WTHR for three 
decades. Gregory admits that he learned 
a lot growing up by going to work with 
his father and observing his easy-going 
style and commitment to the community. 
“We acknowledge that people are afraid of 
storms,” Gregory said of the Weather Camp 
program. “I was terrified of storms as kid. It 
would be storming outside, and I’d be over 
in the neighbor’s basement crying. That 
had to be an embarrassment to my father. 
We had no basement, so when we’d get a 

storm, I’d be like ‘I’m out of here’ and would 
head to the neighbor’s basement.” 

When Gregory is not forecasting the 
weather for RTV6, he is often in the 
community teaching the next genera-
tion about the weather. He has visited 
hundreds of elementary schools over the 
years and hosts Kevin’s Weather Camp 
each July. This year, Gregory is teaming 
up with the Energy-IUPUI Mobile Science 

Lab. The mobile lab is equipped with 
interactive technology 

tools to bring science to 
life. The topic of this 

hands-on lesson 
is “The Energy of 
Storms.” The aim 
is to encourage 
more kids to 
pursue careers 

in STEM fields 
(science, technolo-

gy, engineering and 
math) while teaching 

them the basics about our 
local weather patterns. 

Utilizing a mobile resource lab 
equipped with interactive technology 
tools, web interface and GIS mapping 
capabilities, the mobile technology 
trailer program travels to communities 
and schools to provide free educational 
programming. The mobile lab will also 
be visiting parks and schools during the 
summer. 

Samuel (Sam) Ansaldi is the education 
specialist for the Center for Earth and 
Environmental Science at IUPUI in Indi-
anapolis. Ansaldi oversees the education 
outreach program that was established 
in 2006 and the mobile lab. The directors 
of the organization formed a partnership 
with Duke Energy that has led to the 
expansion of the mobile STEM learning 
initiative and a grant given by Duke in 
the amount of $400,000 to fund the proj-
ect for the next three years. 

“With that grant, we were given the 
ability to design a new mobile science 
education lab,” Ansaldi said. “The one 
that we were using previously was a 
pull trailer that was about 10 years old, 
and it was time to update our facilities 
and technology. This past year, we have 
developed a fully functional green-ener-

W h a t ’ s  t h e

Several of Zionsville’s residents witnessed firsthand the force of nature twice 
last year. Per the National Weather Service, two tornado touchdowns were 

recorded in the Zionsville area – an EF-1 in April and an EF-2 in August 2016. 
While these incidents enthralled local weather watchers and “storm chasers” 
alike, it created a heightened sense of preparedness and awareness among 

residents and public safety officials.

Writer // Janelle Morrison  •  Photography // Submitted Photos
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gy mobile lab that focuses on alternative 
energy sources including solar and wind 
power and a little bit of everything. The 
vehicle itself has working solar panels on 
top of it and a working wind turbine. 

“When we began working with Kevin 
and RTV6, we began looking into the 
possibility and the technological devel-
opments of generating electricity from 
natural disasters. This work has been 
done part and parcel around the world 
with things like tidal wave systems, but 
when it came to tornadoes, hurricanes, 
the unpredictability of the winds and the 
predictability of touchdowns, no one had 
developed any really good technologies. 

“One of the questions that we pose to 
the kids is: ‘Is it possible to harness the 
energy of a tornado or an earthquake?’ 
We simulate a tornado in our mobile 
lab. If you’re going to try to find a way 
to harness energy from it, you should 
know what it looks like and understand 
the science behind it. With the help of 
some boiling water, dry ice and a properly 
placed ventilation system, we are able to 

create a cyclone within a box. The kids get 
to see what that swirling vortex looks like 
up close and how it changes depending on 
the air and pressure systems around it.” 

The Hussey-Mayfield Memorial Public 
Library is excited to host Gregory and 
Ansaldi this July as just one of the many 
programs they offer to the community. 

“I’ve been doing this for nearly 20 years, 
and I like to partner with community 
libraries,” Gregory said. “The very first 
camps that I held were at the Indianapolis 
Zoo, and I was at the Children’s Museum 
for a number of years. We started going out 
into the communities, traveling down to 
Bedford and all the way up to Muncie and 
all around the state. That way, kids who 
wanted to participate could do so without 
having to be in the Indy metro area. 

“It really works well to partner with 
libraries such as the Hussey-Mayfield 
Memorial Public Library in Zionsville 
because they offer great facilities, big 
meeting spaces, projectors, etc. Libraries 
are also a hub for local families to connect 
with their community, so it just works 

out well for everyone. Partnering with 
Sam and the mobile science lab is a great 
partnership. This is the first year that 
I’ve worked with him, and there is some 
exciting stuff coming out of the mobile 
science lab.”  

Kevin’s Weather Camp will be offered at the Hus-
sey-Mayfield Memorial Public Library July 27 at 11 
a.m. It is open to families with children in grades 3-6. 
Registration is required at bit.ly/ZPLWeatherCamp. 
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